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COiTSERVING  CLOTHIIJG 


December  9,  1941 


"With  many  kinds  of  clothing  and  textiles  hetreming^-liirii ted  beci'^M^p 
the  National  Defense  program,  there  is  need  today  for  tal?ilis-£^'6^- c^r^e.-^of 
clothing  on  hand,"  says   


(Name)  (Title)  (?l-c^ 

"First  step  in  taking  care  of  clothing  intelligently  is  kriO'-^in^  vjiiat 
the  falDric  is  made  of,"  says  Ruth  O'Brien,  home  economist  of  the  U.  S,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.     "For  methods  of  cleaning,  pressing,  removing  spots,  and 
storing  vaxy  according  to  the  fibers  in  a,  gajrment, 

"It  will  help  also  in  takiing  intelligent  csre  of  clothing  if  you  know 
v/hether  the  color  in  a  material  is  fast  to  light  and  to  washing,  v/hether  and 
how  much  the  garment  is  likely  to  shrink,  and  v^hat  special  finishes,  if  any, 
have  "been  applied  to  the  material.     Find  out  about  these  points  when  you  buy — 
from  labels,  clerks,  and  store  buyers." 

The  right  v;ay  to  v;ash  wool  is  to  use  v/ann,  soft  v'ater  and  mild  soap. 
Squeeze  suds  through  cloth — don't  rub.    Dry  in  a  warm  place,  but  not  near  a  fire 
or  in  direct  sunlight.    Stretch  knit  garments  into  shape  v/hile  they  are  damp 
and  lay  them  out  flat  to  dry.    Press  other  vrool  garments  while  they  are  still 
damp  with  a  medium-hot  iron  and  a  pressing  cloth. 

Rougii  handling  while  it  is  v/et,  harsh  soap,  sudden  extremes  of  temperature 
in  washing  water  or  drying  cause  a  wool  garment  to  become  boardy.     The  little 
scales  on  the  surface  of  the  v/ool  fibers  lock  into  each  other.     This  locking  or 
"felting"  results  in  shrinkage  about  which  you  can  do  practically  nothing.  For 
if  you  try  to  stretch  the  garment  back  into  shape,  the  fibers  break  into  short 
pieces,  soon  work  out,  and  vjeaken  the  cloth. 

For  v;ashable  rayons,  use  heavy  lukev;arm  suds  of  neutral  soaps.    Do  not 
rub,  but  handle  them  with  particular  care  while  they  are  v^et.    Rinse  in  v/ater 
the  same  temperature  of  the  wash  water.     Iron  with  a  moderately  v/axm  iron.  For 
acetate  rayons,  keep  the  temperature  even  lower.     It's  a  good  idea  to  try  the 
iron  first  on  the  back  part  of  a  hem  or  a  seam  to  make  sure  it's  not  so  hot  it 
will  melt  the  rayon. 

The  sensible  way  to  clean  most  cottons  is  to  wash  them.     Colored  cottons 
need  to  be  colorfast  both  to  v/ashing  and  to  light  if  they  are  to  be  satisfactory 
for  long.    And  they  should  not  shrink  more  than  2  percent  in  order  to  retain  the 
fit  of  the  garment  after  washing.    Look  for  definite  facts  about  both  points 
when  you  buy. 

Textile  experts  say  there's  nothing  to  the  old  custom  of  soakin^--  materials 
in  a  solution  of  salt  and  water  to  "set"  the  color.     It  doesn't  work. 
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